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Welcome to the Season of Advent and Christmas 2016
HAPPY ADVENT, MERRY CHRISTMAS AND BLESSED NEW YEAR
Isaiah 9:6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us, authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Christmas time was the most joyous time of the year in the islands. It was always the summer time, longer days with celebratory
mood throughout December. Schools were on summer breaks and children participating in local church’s Christmas events. Christmas
Eve was so particularly spectacular because, Sunday school children were going to receive presents from the churches after partaking in
the Christmas Pageants.
Same Christmas time is celebrating in this beautiful country of America. Few states have White Christmas because of snow. One
thing is common with different sides of the globe is the electrifying story of baby Jesus, mother Mary, Joseph, the animal in the manger,
shepherds, angels, the innkeeper and the stars is still the same story. Gospel adds the identification of Jesus placing him in the context of
Israel’s history and his fulfillment of the prophetic promises will be faithful and obedience to his Father’s will. His preaching of repentances
picks up John the Baptist’s mission but soon his own special teaching comes to the forefront. This dynamic story does not seem to get
lost in all these years. It is getting bigger world- wide. Why is this story fascinating so many people? It may be Santa Claus, may be giving
of presents? Or an innocent reminding us of some invisible power been rooting in believers deepening faith in him.
Musicians are ready to play inspirational songs like: Tell me what is this innumerable throng, singing in the heavens a loud,
angelic song? These are they who come with swift and shining feet, from round about the throne of God, the Lord of Light to greet.
Grace Noll Crowell reminds us whatever else be lost among the years, let us keep Christmas still a shining thing. Whatever
doubts assail us, or what fears, let us hold close one day, remembering its poignant meaning, for the hearts of men: let us get back our
childlike faith again.
May we all take another stock of the secondary things that demand our daily lives and loyalty, and celebrate this season with returning our
commitment to Him, the ultimate source of joy, peace and love.
Blessing in His Name. Matthew 1:21 Thou shalt call his name Jesus for shall save His people from their sins.
Blessing in His Purpose! John 10:10 I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly
Blessing in Receiving Him! John 1:12 but as many as received him, to them gave the power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name
Blessing in Belonging to Him! Song of Solomon 7:10 I am my Beloved’s, and his desire is toward me.
Blessings and Peace
Pastor Iunisi Tovo

NEW OFFICERS TO BE INSTALLED
On January 8, 2017 the new officers will be installed
during the morning service. Immediately following the
service, the plans for campus usage will be presented
with a brief description of the proposed
changes. During the regular fellowship of coffee hour,
officers will be available for comments, clarifications or
questions.
Information gathering will continue throughout the
.
month of January. Hopefully, this will give everyone
an opportunity to share any ideas for making our
church campus a better place to serve our
congregation and our community.

Golden Rule
Golden Rule normally meets on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month, this month however, we are
meeting once due to the upcoming holidays
from 11:30 – 1:00 pm.
Next Meeting is December 15th

Holiday Sale Thank You
Thank You to All who donated and volunteered to make our
Vintage Gifts and Holiday Crafts Sale a worthwhile and
successful event. Merry Christmas to All.

SEBASTOPOL INTER-CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY
Our congregation has been supporters of Sebastopol InterChurch Food Pantry since it was organized by local
churches more than 30 years ago. Donations of packaged
food may be left in a basket in the entrance of the
sanctuary. We also need egg cartons. The Pantry provides
food every 30 days, if needed, for residents of Sebastopol
and surrounding area, including Forestville. No referrals or
ID are needed.
It is open on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
from 10 - 12 am; clients are asked to phone ahead at 823
2483. It is located at the rear of the parking lot at St.
Stephen's Episcopal Church, 500 Robinson Road,
Sebastopol. Anyone interested in volunteering at the Pantry
can phone Karen Bohn at 707-823-7963 or email
ekbohn@comcast.net.

Annual Christmas Party
at the home of
Julie Barbic
December 3
12 noon

GOT SOMETHING TO SHARE WITH THE
CONGREGATION?
During this busy season we want to make sure that we're
following respectful and organized methods of channeling
our communications, so that items don't get lost or
inappropriately used. Just write up your information and
drop it off - or send it in - to the church office with your
suggestions about where and when you'd like to share
it. The content will be reviewed to make sure that, if it is
used, it gets into the appropriate venues for
communication. If you'd like to discuss something with
Pastor Iunisi, please make an appointment during church
office hours (Tuesday and Friday 1-4PM) for a meeting in
the pastor’s church office. The phone number is
8237971.

Church Door Donations
Our church door donations have not been covering the
sleeping bag purchases and the church door bags
entirely. To continue with our mission efforts we are also
accepting sponsorships for the month. To assemble the
bags and have toiletries available as needed we usually
spend about $100 per month. We have started offering
our congregation the opportunity to sponsor these monthly
purchases. If you are interested in sponsoring for our
church door bags, please send a check to the office for the
amount you would like to sponsor and add CHURCH
DOOR on the memo part of your check and let Michelle
Olson know so we can make sure you are acknowledged
in the Appleseed Newsletter. If you have any questions
regarding this please feel free to call Michelle Olson at
707-528-3831.

Alternate Giving 2016:
Nov 27, Dec 4, Dec 11
This holiday season consider giving family and
friends an alternate gift. Through our Mission
Team, it’s possible to donate to 4 different
programs while receiving a Christmas card to
describe the gift. After church the Mission
Team will be in the Epworthian Hall to accept
your donations and provide more information
about each program. This year’s programs
are:
Heifer Project International
This program’s mission is to work with
communities to end hunger and poverty around
the world. Your donations may be directed to a
variety of Heifer projects. Choose a meaningful
gift for loved ones that will give other families
appropriate training in farming and animal care
which helps them become self-reliant. For more
information
visit
their
website
at
www.heifer.org.
Preschools Refurbished for Syrian Refugee
Children (UMCOR #982450 to be written on
check)
Your gift will help provide preschools in
Lebanon’s refugee camps for Syrian refugee
children. These camps are the temporary home
of Palestinian Syrians who fled the violence in
Syria. Over time, the enormous flow of
refugees has caused the preschools in the
camps to become crowded and the need for
repairs and urgent upgrades.
Habitat For Humanity- Lake County Fire
Habitat is an international, non-denominational
Christian housing organization. Along with
volunteers, they build simple decent, affordable
houses in partnership with those who need
affordable housing. They have a special fund to
help the Lake County fire victims rebuild their
homes. The home building process resulting
from the two fires in 2015 and 2016 in Lake
County is ongoing.
Church Door
This finances our local mission work in
Sebastopol by providing the church door bags,
socks, sleeping bags and ponchos for those in
need. It also supports our Saturday Table
lunches.

Poinsettias
Honor a Loved one by contributing
toward Christmas Poinsettias
You may make a contribution of any amount
in honor of a living loved one or
in memory of a deceased loved one.
Order forms will be in the bulletin
on Dec 4th and 11th

CONSIDER SCRIP
Now that December is here, Christmas won't be far
behind. Scrip cards make excellent gifts and I want to
have on hand the ones you wish to buy. Please let me
know of any you would like me to have on hand for
giving or for purchasing your own holiday needs.

Thank You

The Mission Team sends a big thank you to everyone
who brought food for our Thanksgiving collection for
Sebastopol Inter Church Food Pantry. We collected twice
as much as last year!

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
After the service on December 18. For more information,
please call Dee Schilling, 707 823-8847

Caring Support Group
The Caring Support Group will meet will not meet in
December. Please contact Marlene Felsenfeld if you
have any questions: marfels@sbcglobal.net, residence
(707) 242-7605, cell (808) 255-2343.

Saturday Table Thank You for
November 2016
Thank you to those who helped with the Saturday Table
Lunch, for those in need of a meal, in the month of
November 2016: Those supplying food: Mark Reed, Beth
Wakelee, Jennie Cheshier, Pat & Paul Schoch, Karen
Bohn and Barbara Hansen.
Those working at Saturday Table in November were
Mark Reed, Beth Wakelee, Karen Bohn, Barbara Hansen
and Vi Moir.
Thank you Michelle Olson-Brueggemann for purchasing a
lot of the items and to the members of the congregation
who donated items for the snack bags.
We served 11 meals to our guests and sent out 6 more.
Next Saturday Table will be on December 24.
Vi Moir

Advent Events
December 11: Children and Youth
Christmas Pageant
December 24: 5:30 p.m.
Christmas Candlelight Service
December 25: 10:30 a.m.
Worship

Thank You
There was a lot of fun in the church-wide fundraiser held on
November 18th! Close to 60 people attended the event. The pot-luck
dinner was exceptional from the appetizers to entrees to the
desserts. There are some great cooks in our church. All who sampled
their dishes that evening raved about how great the food tasted.
Music was pure enjoyment with Mark, Mike, and Oli and Sherri and
Maury performing throughout the evening. Among the crowd, there
was a lot toe tapping and humming along with these amazing
musicians.
The silent auction was big hit with over 50 plus items for bid.
There was something for everyone. There were eight tables or 64
feet of items. And throughout the evening, the bidding was intense
right up until the last minute when it was announced that the
auction was closing. There was a lot of smiles all around as those
who won the items walked out the door with amazing art,
handicrafts, experiences such as guitar lessons, spa treatments,
cooking and spa gift baskets, baked cookie treats for 3 months, a
weekend retreat at country cottage and cooking a French dinner for
6.. just a sampling of all the wonderful and amazing offerings in the
silent auction.
Oh and the fundraiser part of the evening? It was a success too!
This event raised over 4,200.00 dollars from the silent auction and
donations. These funds will go toward the cost of increasing our
pastor’s time from half to three quarter time.
None of this would have been possible without the generosity of
all who gave of their time, talents, and money. We are grateful to
everyone for taking the time to come out on a Friday evening at the
end of a busy week for most, donating items for the silent auction,
bringing food for the pot luck, and participating in the silent auction.
Also, this event’s success hinged on organization and logistics; and,
there were many who volunteered to help with clean-up, wash
dishes, make punch, serve as greeters and cashiers, and help with
the silent auction. To those who jumped in to help, you were the
silent hero and heroines of the evening.
What a spectacular moment in the life of our church; one that was
beautiful in spirit and generosity.
With Gratitude and Thanks,
Michelle Olson
Suzanne Bailey
Renée Barrett

Barbara
Stranzl,
Charlotte
Fisher, Martha Wade, Vicky
Ness, Vicky Amtower and our
two Jamaican visitors: Nadine &
Rosetta, for the lovely advent
decorations in the sanctuary.

Prayer Partner Selection
Families will be picked
during services
January 8, 2017

Women's
Christian Study Group
will meet
Saturday, Jan 14, 2017
at
Carol Wegner's Home
1459 Laguna Rd. Santa Rosa
707 829-8267

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

01

SAT

02
Church Office
Hours 2-5 p.m.

03
Christmas
Luncheon
Circuit
Christmas
Concert

04

05

06

07

08

Church Office
Hours 1-4 p.m.

11

12

Christmas Pageant

13

Church Office
Hours 1-4 p.m.

14

Office Closed

Deadline: Poinsettias

16

10
Sing Along
Messiah

17

Church Office
Hours 1-4 p.m.

Historical Society 5 p.m.

19

20

21

22

Church Office
Hours 1-4 p.m.

Christmas
Caroling

25

15
Golden Rule

Old World Carolers
3 p.m.

18

09

26

Christmas Day
Service

Advent Candles:
Dec 4: Fraenkle Family
Dec 11: Susan Kinder and BJ.
Dec 18: Ost Family
Dec 25: Brueggemann Family

27
Church Office
Hours 1-4 p.m.

23
Church Office
Hours 1-4 p.m.
Newsletter
Deadline

28

29

30

24
Saturday
Table
Christmas
Eve Service

31

Church Office
Hours 1-4 p.m.

December Worship Leaders:
Dec. 4: Matt Witteman
Dec. 11: Susan Kinder
Dec. 18: Julie Barbic
Dec 25: Michelle Olson

