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Restore us, O Lord, cause your face to shine on us and we will live.
New Year with God is with and within us.
LOOKing BEYOND THE HORIZON
Revelation 21: 5-7 and the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all
things new.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water AS a GIFT FROM THE SPRING OF THE
WATER OF LIFE. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and
they will be my children.”
We have passed by the season of the son of God been revealed to us. The journey
is continuing with the new essence of freshness in our Emmanuel. Revelation of the most
power embedded in human beings to shine and be acted a lot more like Him. The One on
the throne is the Father; for the kingdom has been personally delivered over by the Son, the
Mediator. Again, we are reminded that He is the Beginning and the End, Alpha and the
Omega, all are invited to take the water of life freely through the redemption of Christ, after been prohibited through the action by the
first parents.
A new voice with the similar message that we are very familiar with throughout our journey; “see, I am making all things new”.
As we are beginning on a new year, and we are growing a little older and wiser, let me address this question with you on whether you
had accomplished what was planning for 2016? Understandably, we are growing older and wiser, hopefully we are spiritually growing
as well. When the psalmist appealed in prayer and praise, he asked God to restore, to connect himself unto God’s care and ministry
without any doubt so he can live. Living with God is said to be the most prominent living of all. The spring of the water of life has yet to
be dried favoring those who are abiding in Him, and His words in them, and with whatever they asked in the name of the Father, will
be given.
Prominent water of life is God’s grace waiting to be pouring upon those who are openly waiting for it through praying, fasting,
bible studying and practicing love of God. With this New Year I am focusing on Do good always, do no harm and stay in love with
God. Looking beyond by ability with Emmanuel in town to serve His community. Since Christ thirsted on Calvary when dying for us no
one will thirst in Eternity. It is still the valid and best offer from God today. Casting our burden unto Him, and he will show us the
enlightened pathway for the journey ahead of all households.
With the star leading the Magi to the savior, maybe we can look up and follow Christ the Brightest Star leading us in 2017.
HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!
PASTOR IUNISI TOVO

WHY SCRIP?
.

Golden Rule

It is a painless way to contribute to the Sebastopol UMC.
Participating businesses donate a portion of the scrip
purchased back to the Church and the purchaser or gift
card (Scrip) recipient obtains full face value of the Scrip
purchased. As an example, See’s Candies donates 20%
of the face value back to the Church.
Our Scrip program has been underway since 1995 and
the return to the Church has varied from $300 to over
$600 per month. Obviously, the more Scrip purchased,
the more the Church earns.
We have Scrip for all the local food markets, and many
chain stores. We can obtain Scrip for almost all major
brands. However, for a large purchase, or for a store that
we do not normally carry and inventory, you can call in
advance and it can be ordered. Usually, an order is
made every month.
We have Copperfield Bookstore scrip available.
If you have any questions, want to check our inventory,
or make a special order, call Pat Schoch at (707) 823
3889. Let’s support our church by purchasing SCRIP.
Thank you,
Pat Schoch

Prayer Partner Selection

Golden Rule meets on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month
Next Meetings are
January 12 & 26
11:30 a.m.

Church Door Donations
Our church door donations have not been covering the
sleeping bag purchases and the church door bags
entirely. To continue with our mission efforts we are also
accepting sponsorships for the month. To assemble the
bags and have toiletries available as needed we usually
spend about $100 per month. We have started offering our
congregation the opportunity to sponsor these monthly
purchases. If you are interested in sponsoring for our
church door bags, please send a check to the office for the
amount you would like to sponsor and add CHURCH
DOOR on the memo part of your check and let Michelle
Olson know so we can make sure you are acknowledged in
the Appleseed Newsletter. If you have any questions
regarding this please feel free to call Michelle Olson at 707528-3831.

SEBASTOPOL INTER-CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY

NEW OFFICERS TO BE INSTALLED

Our congregation has been supporters of Sebastopol
Inter-Church Food Pantry since it was organized by local
churches more than 30 years ago. Donations of
packaged food may be left in a basket in the entrance of
the sanctuary. We also need egg cartons. The Pantry
provides food every 30 days, if needed, for residents of
Sebastopol and surrounding area, including Forestville.
No referrals or ID are needed.

On January 8, 2017 the new officers will be
installed during the morning service. Immediately
following the service, the plans for campus usage
will be presented with a brief description of the
proposed changes. During the regular fellowship of
coffee hour, officers will be available for comments,
clarifications or questions.

It is open on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
from 10 - 12 am; clients are asked to phone ahead at
823 2483. It is located at the rear of the parking lot at
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 500 Robinson Road,
Sebastopol. Anyone interested in volunteering at the
Pantry can phone Karen Bohn at 707-823-7963 or email
ekbohn@comcast.net.

Information gathering will continue throughout the
month of January. Hopefully, this will give everyone
an opportunity to share any ideas for making our
church campus a better place to serve our
congregation and our community.

MISSION TEAM

Families will be picked
during services
January 8, 2017

Will meet on Thursday January 12th
at
10:00 a.m.

POINSETTIAS
Name
Vicki Amtower

In Memory of

In Honor of

Aileen, Richard, & Laurel
Amtower Maribeth Peck

Vincent & Darlene

Our daughter Sherry & our dear

Andreotti

friends Sue & Sad Hamaoka

Loren Brueggemann

Leroy & Elaine Brueggemann

& Michelle Olson

Char Sterle

Karen Bohn

Grace Connell (mother) &
Ernie Bohn (husband)

Jennie Cheshier

Jack (Husband), Eula Gordon

Christine Beaty and

(Mother), LaVerda Crow (Sister),

Julee Fraenkle (daughters)

& Bud Calvert (Brother)
Linda Coffee

Kenneth Coffee & Anna Gwinn

Charles & Charlotte

Claude & Margaret Bostic

Fisher

Troy & Beulah Fisher

Dorothy Jennings

Odes O. Jennings

Odie’s service of 4 years

(my husband of 71 years)

in NSMC during WWII

Susan Kinder

Lowell & Louise Francis
(my parents)

Judy Krozek

Jim Ferguson, Bud Herman, &
Tom Sullivan

Don & Dee Schilling Sad and Sue Hamaoka &
Julie Gould
Paul & Pat Schoch

Ernie Bohn, Mel Davis, &
Tom Larssen

Barbara Stranzl

Jeanne Brown & Dick Brown

Iunisi Tovo

Finau Teisa Tovo (mother)

Finausina Teisa Tovo
(daughter)

Carol Wegner

Velma and Earl Patterson (my

Robert Wegner’s 96th

parents) Jane Wegner (Mark’s

Birthday

mother)

CARING SUPPORT GROUP
All are welcome to this support group to share life experiences and to encourage each other. The
group meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month, 1 - 2 PM, in room 5. Please contact Leaf Roberts for
any questions on the January 19th meeting: email: leafroberts@yahoo.com, phone: (707) 823-4100.

“SOUPER BOWL” 2017 DURING FEBRUARY
Your Missions Team has again decided to sponsor “Souper Bowl” during the month of
February in 2017. We are asking that you donate cans of soup that will be given to F.I.S.H., the
free food pantry.
F.I.S.H. depends primarily on donations in order to provide soup to almost 5,000 clients each
month. 40% of their clients are children. When available, about 1,300 cans of soup are given a
month. Soup is an important part of F.I.S.H.’s menu as many people, especially seniors, make
a meal out of a can of soup. F.I.S.H. distributed more than 630,000 pounds of free food to over
57,000 people last year.
F.I.S.H has served all of Sonoma County, including West County, for over 44 years. During
that period, they have helped feed more than 1,400,000 people. The only qualification is the
need for food.
Please bring donated soup to church on any Sunday in February and place it into the container
located in the narthex of the church.

Saturday Table Thank You for
December 2016
Thank you to those who helped with the Saturday Table
Lunch, for those in need of a meal, in the month of
December 2016: Those supplying food: Mark Reed,
Jennie Cheshier, Karen Bohn, Pat and Paul Schoch, Beth
Wakelee, Barbara Hansen, and Vicky Ness. Those
working at Saturday Table in December were Mark Reed,
Vicky Ness, Lena Reed, Molly Reed, Lisa VanderBoom,
Emily Repech, Barbara Hansen, Jennie Cheshier, Chris
Beaty, and Vi Moir. We also thank Steve Hughes for
playing music for us during lunch.
Thanks for the advance preparations for Church Door
Bags, sleeping bags, and socks to Michelle OlsonBrueggemann. Thanks to those who donated money to
help with Saturday Table.
We served 11 meals to our guests and sent several meals
out with our guests. We supplied each guest with a snack
bag, a Christmas gift bag and Lisa was giving out $10.00
Subway gift cards collected from our members.
Next Saturday Table will be on January 28, 2017.
Vi Moir

Alternative Giving Totals 2016
Thanks everyone for you generous support of
Alternative Giving!
Heifer International

$455.00

Preschools Refurbished for
Syrian Refugee Children
UMCOR 982450

$730.00

Lake County Fire Rebuild
Habitat for Humanity

$255.00

Church Door

$335.00

Total to charities

$1775.00

Women's
Christian Study Group
will meet
Saturday, Jan 14, 2017
at 10 a.m.
at
Carol Wegner's Home
1459 Laguna Rd. Santa Rosa
707 829-8267

Daily Readings

SUN

MON

01

TUE

02

03

THU

09

05

04

10

11

12
Mission Team
10 am

New Officers
Installed

16

17

18

Office Hours 1-4

Service 10:30 a.m.

19
Caring Group
1 p.m.

23

24
Office Hours 1-4

Service 10:30 a.m.

25
Newsletter
Deadline

26
Golden Rule
11:30 am

Pastor Iunisi on Vacation

Service 10:30 a.m.

07

13

14

Office Hours 1-4

Women’s Study
Group 10 a.m.

20

21

30

31
Office Hours 1-4

Pastor Iunisi on Vacation

1

Office Hours 1-4

Worship Team
10 a.m.

Pastor Iunisi on Vacation

Pastor Iunisi at Conference in Santa Cruz

29

06

Golden Rule
11:30 am

Prayer Partner
Selection

22

SAT

Office Hours 1-4

Office Hours 1-4

Service 10:30 a.m.

15

FRI

Office Hours 1-4

Service 10:30 a.m.

08

WED

2

27

28

Office Hours 1-4 Saturday Table

