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Welcome Pastor Iunisi! 

 

We are very happy to announce the confirmation of our new pastor, Iunisi Tovo. If 

you were lucky enough to join us for our November 1 worship service, you will have 

already met her… as well as several of her friends who joined our communion 

celebration with their own sacred music. 

 

A little background: Pastor Iunisi was born on the island of Tonga in the South 

Pacific. The 4th of eight children, she felt inspired from an early age by her parents 

who were both ministers in the Wesleyan churches of Tonga. She attended college 

and worked as a civil servant in Tonga before moving to San Carlos, in California, 

to begin what would be many years of dedicated service to the Falehufanga First 

Tongan United Methodist Church there. In addition, Pastor Iunisi has two adult 

children: her son, Michael, works out of state and her daughter, Finau, works for 

the College of San Mateo. 

 

During the last 20 years, she has served a variety of capacities including Sunday school teacher and Sunday school 
Superintendent. She was also a youth and young adult director for over ten years, and has been very active in the 
UMW (United Methodist Women) as Vice President for the Golden Gate District UMW, Spiritual Coordinator for the 
El Camino District and the Cal-Nevada Conference Director for Lay Servant Ministries.  

 

Iunisi has completed her certificate in Ministry Studies from California Berkeley Pacific School of Religion, and is a 
certified Lay Ministry graduate. She will be continuing her education at the Claremont School of Theology, while 
acting as our pastor.  

 

We were struck by her warmth, wisdom and her extensive work history of helping lay people find expression for their 
faith and support for their concerns. We hope you will take the time to introduce yourself to her in the upcoming 
weeks – she is eager to meet each of you! If you would like to arrange a consultation with her, please contact the 
church office for an appointment at 823-5841.        Blessings,   Your Staff Parish Committee 

 

                                                                                                                  

 

November 2015 Newsletter 

Display on Sebastopol UMC 

  
Julie Barbic and Leaf Roberts put together a display for 
the churches anniversary at the Sebastopol Museum 
which will be on display during October and November 

 
At the Sebastopol Museum 

Open Thursday-Sunday 1:00 - 5:00pm 
 

http://www.wschsgrf.org/west-county-museum 

Alternative Giving 
If you can’t figure out what to give someone for Christmas you 
can make a donation to a Charity and get a Christmas card 
explaining the charity to give to your friend or family member. 
You don’t have to stand in a store trying to figure out what 
they may want or what size or color to get. The Mission Team 
will be having Alternative Giving this year on November 29th, 
December 6th and December 13th. So far we will offer cards 
for Heifer International and The European Refugees. We will 
also have cards for the fire in Lake County. We are still 
working on the details so there will be more information in the 
Sunday Bulletins. 
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Annual Holiday Sale, Nov 21 
  

Please come to our Vintage Gifts and Holiday Crafts 
Sale on Saturday, November 21 10 AM - 2 PM.  In 
addition to gifts and crafts, we will have quiche, baked 
goods, and snacks for purchase to take home or to 
enjoy with coffee or tea at Epworthian Hall.
 
We will be setting up for the sale on the Sunday 
before, after the service, and Mon - Friday, 09:30 AM - 
Noon.  Come and help if you can, or drop off any 
donations during these times.  Call one of us if you 
want to make other arrangements for donations.  Let 
us know if you can help on the day of the sale.  Call: 
Julie Barbic at (707) 795-1690 or Marlene Felsenfeld 
at (707) 242-7605, cell (808) 255-2343, or email: 
marfels@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 
 

21 

Help Needed 
with Sunday Coffee or altar flower arrangements 

is always appreciated.  
Just sign up on the pink (flowers) or green 

(coffee) sheets in Epworthian Hall. 
 

September Saturday Table  
Thank You  

  
  
Thank you to those who helped with the Saturday 
Table Lunch, for those in need of a meal, in the month 
of October 2015: Those supplying food: Jennie 
Cheshier, Ernie and Karen Bohn, Pat Shoch, Barbara 
Hansen and Judy Krozek. Those working at 
Saturday Table in October were Mark Reed, Beth 
Wakelee, Barbara Hansen, Jennie Cheshier and Vi 
Moir.  
 

I would also like to thank Kaci Wegner for working with 
the children to prepare the Church Door snack bags 
which we pass out at Saturday Table. Also Thank You 
to Michelle Olson-Brueggemann who is now 
purchasing the sleeping bags and socks and bringing 
the snack bags, sleeping bags, and socks over to 
Epworthian Hall for Saturday Table.  
 
We served 14 meals to our guests. Next Saturday 
Tables will be November 28 and December 26. 
Vi Moir 
October 24, 2015 
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Socks for the Homeless 
There will be a box in Epworthian Hall in December to 
collect new socks for the homeless. So if you see a good 
buy on a package of adult socks it would be the time to pick 
some up for the homeless. They will be delivered to the 
Homeless Service Center in Santa Rosa at the end of 
December. 
 

SEBASTOPOL INTER-CHURCH 
FOOD PANTRY 

Our congregation has been supporters of Sebastopol Inter-
Church Food Pantry since it was organized by local 
churches more than 30 years ago. Donations of packaged 
food may be left in a basket in the entrance of the 
sanctuary. We also need egg cartons. The Pantry provides 
food every 30 days, if needed, for residents of Sebastopol 
and surrounding area, including Forestville. No referrals or 
ID are needed. 
 It is open on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
from 10 - 12 am; clients are asked to phone ahead at 823 
2483.  It is located at the rear of the parking lot at St. 
Stephen's Episcopal Church, 500 Robinson Road, 
Sebastopol. Anyone interested in volunteering at the 
Pantry can phone Karen Bohn at 707-823-7963 or email 
ekbohn@comcast.net. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Our Thanksgiving Food Drive for the 

Sebastopol Inter-Church Food Pantry will take place  
on Sunday, November 8, November 15, and November 22. 

All packaged and canned foods 
are needed, especially soups, pasta and peanut butter. 

Please place them on the altar when you 
arrive for worship. Thanks in advance for your support for 

our local Pantry 

SCRIP REPORT 
The holidays are fast approaching and it's 
time to help the church by purchasing scrip for 
giving at Christmas or for buying your 
thanksgiving groceries and supplies. It's easy 
and doesn't cost you anything. If you have 
certain stores that you plan to frequent for 
Christmas giving, let me know soon so I can 
have the cards on hand. 
  
If you have any questions, call Pat at 823-
3889, or talk to Janice, Jennie, or me at the 
scrip table. 

  
 

Golden Rule 
Golden Rule meets on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month from 11:30 – 1:00.  
Golden Rule will not meet on November 26.  
They are currently studying John Westley. 
 

Christmas Luncheon 

 

December 6th  

at noon  

Julie Barbic  

will host her annual 

Christmas Luncheon and 

ornament exchange for the 

congregation.   

She makes an outstanding 

turkey dinner! 

 

HEIFER PROJECT 
On September 26 Heifer International recognized some 
churches in our region who have been particularly 
supportive of their work. Vi Moir went as our 
representative to receive recognition for our church.  

 

 

December Newsletter Submissions 

Please send your information to sebumc@sonic.net or 
the church office by November 30.   
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