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Pastor’s Letter 
 

WELCOME ALL TO THE MONTH OF JULY 2016 
Good news from the Sermon on the Mount: 

Matthew 5: 8  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” 
 

July means In Pure Spirit and is the 7th month of the year usually considered the second month of summer in the 
Northern Hemisphere. July is always a month that our children are looking forward to celebration festivities on July 4 th 
with magnificent fireworks.  
 July is the beginning of our Conference year 2016-2017 and pastors are beginning July 1st. One of the highlights 
of our California Nevada Annual Conference at Hyatt Hotel, Burlingame from June 22-25 was the fixing of pastors’ 
appointments. Pastors’ names and their respective churches to be served were called out by the Bishop and the District 
Superintendents. The servants of God were laying hands and being blessed for the continuing service in God’s 
vineyard. Our church was well represented by our Lay Delegate Barbara Stranzl and myself.  
 While away from you all for couple of weeks, I know that the Spirit of the Lord is actively presence at the 
intersection of soul, community and service.  My prayers and continuing thoughts are with you. My time away is a way 
of empowerment for more strength, wisdom and understanding for our ministry.  

Claity and multi city are words used by Conference Lay Leaders promoting and enhancing the partnership of 
clergies and laity in collaboration with the Holy Spirit to fully engaging in Public Square with making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Who can be pure in Heart? This pure does not mean flawless. But since we often refer to the heart is the center 
of emotion, and refer to the minds as the center of intellectual, the Hebrews thought that the heart is the center of 
everything. Jesus just love reminding us the work of heart and minds, Mark 12:30 “Love the Lord your God with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” 

So if the heart is the center of everything and means all of our being. So to be pure in heart means a single 
minded devotion to Jesus seeking happiness and holiness towards perfection. Permanently sealed with Christ and the 
promise and teaching will be fulfilled: Blessed are those who are pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  
   Blessings in the Lord! 

   Pastor Iunisi Tovo 
 

July 2016 Newsletter 
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Golden Rule 
Golden Rule normally meets on the second and 

fourth Thursdays of each month from 
11:30 – 1:00 pm. 

Next Meetings are  June 14th and 28th 
 

 

 
 

Independence Day Potluck 
 

Once again the Schillings will be hosting 
a July 3rd party at their home. 

  
 It will be potluck but 

hotdogs will be provided. 
.   

We’ll celebrate the 4th together and 
watch the Analy Fireworks.   

Bring the whole family – the more the 
merrier.  Please rsvp to Dee at  

707 823-8847  

 

 Saturday Table 

THANK YOU 
 

  

Thank you to those who helped with the 
Saturday Table Lunch, for those in need of a 
meal, in the month of June 2016:  
 
Those supplying food: Jennie Cheshier, Pat 
and Paul Schoch, Ernie and Karen Bohn, Beth 
Wakelee, Barbara Hansen, Marlene Felsenfeld, 
and Laura Williams.  
 
Those working at Saturday Table in June 
were Carol Wegner, Marlene Felsenfeld, Jennie 
Cheshier, Barbara Hansen, and Vi Moir.  
 
Thanks for the advance preparations for Church 
Door Bags, sleeping bags, and socks to Kaci 
Wegner, the Sunday school children, and 
Michelle Olson-Brueggemann. 
We served 16 meals to our guests.  

 
Next Saturday Table will be on July 23. 

Vi Moir 

  

 
 

Caring Support Group Update 
The first meeting was held on June 30.  In July, we will meet on 
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays (July 7 and 21), 1 pm - 2 pm.  The 
purpose of this group is to provide a safe place to share concerns, 
understanding, and mutual support.  Everyone is welcome.  To 
join us, or if you have any questions, contact Marlene Felsenfeld 
at email: marfels@sbcglobal.net, residence (707) 242-7605, or cell 
phone (808) 255-2343. 
 

Mission Team Meetings 
 

have been moved to 
2nd Thursday of the month 

Next meeting: 
July 14th 9:30 a.m. 

Epworthian Hall 
 

ADMIN COUNCIL 
meets 3rd Sunday of the month.   

The next meeting will be July 17th after church.  

All are welcome. 
 

 
CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

JULY 7th & JULY 21st 
Marybeth will be out of town both Thursdays 

mailto:marfels@sbcglobal.net


SEBASTOPOL INTER-CHURCH 
FOOD PANTRY 

Our congregation has been supporters of Sebastopol 
Inter-Church Food Pantry since it was organized by local 
churches more than 30 years ago. Donations of packaged 
food may be left in a basket in the entrance of the 
sanctuary. We also need egg cartons. The Pantry 
provides food every 30 days, if needed, for residents of 
Sebastopol and surrounding area, including Forestville. No 
referrals or ID are needed. 
 
 It is open on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
from 10 - 12 am; clients are asked to phone ahead at 823 
2483.  It is located at the rear of the parking lot at St. 
Stephen's Episcopal Church, 500 Robinson Road, 
Sebastopol. Anyone interested in volunteering at the 
Pantry can phone Karen Bohn at 707-823-7963 or email 
ekbohn@comcast.net. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Performance Policy 

 
Christian service is spoken of many times in the Bible, for 
example, Roman 12:6 begins with “So we are to use our 
different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given 
us…” 
 
With the foundation of serving the SUMC Administrative Council 
has undertaken a project to review, update, and in some cases, 
write policies and procedures that will assist each of the 
members of this church in contributing. Every one of us has 
been given special gifts and the goal of the policies and 
procedures is to recognize the service of our members and allow 
a harmonious   celebration of these God-given talents. 
 
The first policy that was approved by the Administrative Council 
is the Policy for Artist Performance.  A copy is available on the 
website and by request at the office.  The addition of music to 
the preaching of the gospel was one of the first mentions of 
serving as a joyous Christian. 
 
The Administrative Council will be continuing with their project 
and we will welcome member comments.  The next policy will be 
facility use and will include a rate structure. 

 

Saturday, August 13, 2016 
 
Start cleaning out your closets and garages for donations to 
our annual summer rummage sale.  You may start bringing 
your donations; we will store them. 
 
Contact Julie Barbic (707-795-1690) or Marlene Felsenfeld 
(707-242-7605) or marfels@sbcglobal.net) if you have any 
questions. Please consider volunteering the week before the 
sale and/or during the sale. 
 

HELP THE HOMELESS FOR A MONTH 
 
Would you like a quick and easy way to be part of 
our efforts help the homeless? Michelle Olson 
came up with a terrific idea that streamlines this 
often complicated process.  
 
This is how it works: 
With a donation of $100, you can sponsor our 
church door bags for one month. Michelle will 
purchase the necessary items in bulk from 
Amazon, thus getting the best savings possible for 
your money. Our kids will assemble the bags and 
they will be given out as needed to those who 
come to our church looking for assistance. 
 
Or if you’d like to be a partial sponsor you can 
donate $50 or $25 and we’ll line you up with 
another partial donor for a total of $100 
donation. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Pastor Iunisi 
or anyone from the Ad Council. Thank you! 
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UMCOR! 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the 
globe. UMCOR’s work includes programs and projects in disaster 
response, health, sustainable agriculture, food security, relief supplies, and 
more. Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend loving care to people 
within the United States, as well as internationally: in Africa, Asia, Central 
and South America, and the Caribbean. These beneficiaries are seen as 
partners, not victims, and UMCOR works to empower them. Wherever 
possible, UMCOR cooperates with other aid organizations to extend its 
reach. 
 
The middle of July to the middle of August we will start collecting items for 
school kits. Check out the back to school sales! Items can be placed in a 
UMCOR basket in the back of the sanctuary and Epworthian Hall.  Those 
that do not want to shop for items can donate any amount and we will use 
the money to buy items we are short on for completing the bags.  Place 
the donations in the Sunday plate specifying it is for UMCOR.   
 
The following is a list of items needed: 
 Value: $ 11.00 

 1 pair blunt scissors 
o Rounded tip only; 
o No plastic scissors, please. 

 3 pads of paper 
o Spiral- or top-bound pads; 
o 150 sheets or less of loose-leaf paper can be substituted for 1 pad; 
o Combination of spiral, top-bound, side-bound, or loose-leaf paper is 

acceptable; 
o No composition books, please. 

 1 hand-held pencil sharpener 
o Must be at least 1 inch long; 
o Remove from packaging. 

 1 30-centimeter ruler 
o Hard or flexible; 
o Cartoon characters are acceptable; 
o No advertisements please. 

 6 unsharpened pencils 
o No advertisements, religious, patriotic, military, or camouflage 

symbols, please; 
o Cartoon characters are acceptable. 

 1 2-inch or larger-size eraser 
o No advertisements, religious, patriotic, military, or camouflage 

symbols, please; 
o Cartoon characters are acceptable. 

 1 24-count box of crayons 
o Only 24-count boxes, please 

There will be copies of the lists with exact instructions of items to 
purchase. Look for the information on the bulletin boards in the back of the 
sanctuary and Epworthian Hall. 
 
Any questions contact Vicki Amtower at roycestreet@comcast.net or call 
(707) 792-4327. 

 

UMCOR BAGS

 
 
I am in need of some help and some fabric for 
making very simple bags for the UMCOR 
school kits. We hope to make 40-to 50 so if 
you can only make 5-10 that would be a huge 
contribution. Instructions are available and 
there is even a video on the UMCOR website 
showing how to make the kits. Any questions 
contact:  

Vicki Amtower at roycestreet@comcast.net  
or call (707) 792-4327. 

JULY 17TH 
 

Mission Fundraiser  
Hotdog Luncheon 

 for UMCOR 
after services 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/Disaster-Response/US-Disaster-Response/US-Disaster-Response
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/Disaster-Response/International-Disaster-Response/International-Disaster-Response
mailto:roycestreet@comcast.net
mailto:roycrstreet@comcast.net
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