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the word became flesh
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
Son. And the name will be the Prince of Peace, Counselor and Everlasting Life.

Welcome to the last month of 2017, with the Christian seasons of Advent and Christmas coinciding with Autumn in the
physical world. We may all give thanks to our God for His grace, which enriches us in speech and knowledge of every
kind. The Christian Season surely bonds us all in Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. In the book of Ecclesiastes it states that
everything has its time, “… and a time for every matter under heaven. A time to be born, and a time to die, a
time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted, a time to weep, and a time to laugh…” This season is
seen to be a season of rejoicing in the Lord and of feeling gratitude for the amazing story of the baby given to the world, as
a present, for our salvation. After a short time of preparation (Advent), we will commemorate Jesus’s birth and the amazing hope of life for all that comes from believing in Him. We journeyed through the year with the purpose of sharing His
word and making disciples for the transformation of the world. We acknowledge that everyone matters.
We are at the edge of the year, reviewing our steps to see if we have practiced the life of learning and fully embraced the
spirit of our Lord through our actions. We have fostered and facilitated our goals of growing spiritually by participating in
group fellowship. We may need to be more patient so that our efforts will not be in vain; with persistence and perseverance
we will be greatly rewarded. Let the Prince of Peace embolden our hearts and strengthen our faith. The Word became flesh
just for our benefit – we have heard this many times; but it is right around the corner, and very soon we will hear the signal
to prepare for his arrival. Yet there is still time to seek, time to keep, and time to embrace. Time to reconcile and time to
review what needs to continue and what needs to be discarded.
Let us be mindful, when we hear the midnight chime on New Year’s Eve, to give thanks with a cheerful heart and with
praiseful worship, with whoever is closest to us at the time. We will shout and make joyful noises, glorifying Him with
another year to praise him and to serve others.
It has been an honor and a humble privilege to serve alongside everyone in our congregation throughout this year. The year
is not over yet, but we have already learned much from one another. We made our neighbors and visitors feel welcome with
genuinely warm hearts. Our mission of Open Doors, Open Hearts, and Open Minds is very well received throughout
our community. God loves us all – we must never be weary of sharing His love.
A blessed Advent, Merry Christmas, and a happy, prosperous New Year to you all.
Peace and Grace,
Pastor Iunisi Tovo

Sebastopol United Methodist Church – 500 North Main Street, Sebastopol CA 95472
office phone: (707) 823-7971 – email: sebumc@sonic.net – website: sebumc.org

alternative giving 2017
The Mission Team continues its tradition of sponsoring
Alternative Giving to provide an alternative gift for your
loved ones during the holiday season. This season we
offer four different programs to which you can donate
and receive a Christmas card which describes the gift.
After church on Dec. 3, 10, and 17, the Mission Team will
be in Epworthian Hall to accept your donations and share
information about the programs.
This year’s programs are:
1. UMCOR – to help Sonoma County fire victims;
2. Heifer International – Heifer works with communities to lessen hunger & poverty around the world. Your
donations may be directed to a variety of Heifer projects. Choose a meaningful gift for your loved ones that
will also give other families training in farming and animal care, which helps them to become self-reliant. For
more information visit their website at www.heifer.org ;
3.  Contributions for Park Village–West County Homeless Advocates partnership with City of Sebastopol to
house homeless families & individuals. Through this
program, a West County Community Services case
manager provides supportive services to current as well
as incoming residents of the Village Mobile Home Park –
new residents will be housed on currently empty pads in
recreational vehicles connected to city plumbing, water,
and electricity.
4. The Sonoma County Resiliance Fund – also helping
people to recover from fire losses.

O Come, Emmanuel
Our mission TEAM meets on the
second Tuesday of each month in
Epworthian Hall from 9:30am to 11:30am.
Please join us!

sonoma fire relief fund
Our Conference Disaster Relief 550 Fundwill assist those
who have suffered due to the devastating fires in our
area. If you would like to donate to this fund, please
write a check to SUMC and add the note
“Conference Disaster Relief 550”
– THANK YOU VERY MUCH –

Christmas
Pageant

sunday 12/17
during service
hurricane harvey relief
Those wishing to respond to the current devastation in
Texas and Louisiana caused by Hurricane Harvey
may write a check to SUMC and designate
“UMCOR Advance #901670–Hurricane Harvey.”
– THANK YOU –

golden rule

Golden Rule meets on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month
from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm in Epworthian Hall. We share a potluck meal and discuss religious and philosophical issues of mutual interest. For info please contact the church office.
• Next Meetings are December 14th and 28th •

Secret Santa
Prayer Partners
will be revealed on
sunday 12/17 !!

christmas stars
To most Christians, the Christmas Star symbolizes Jesus Christ, who is referred to as
“the bright and morning star.” In ancient religions the stars always held a high and
important position, even before Christmas. Several legends were associated with
stars, as ancient people used to look upon stars as gods and created myths about
them. In one story that we know, the star symbolizes the Holy Star that appeared quite
miraculously in the Eastern sky the day Jesus Christ was born; it is believed to have
shown the way to the Magi, the three wise men from the East, so they could find the
newborn King. People still wonder whether the star that shone on that fateful night
was different from stars of today. The Magi from the East were astrologers who had
studied with the Jewish rabbis and were well aware of the overlapping-triangle shape
that had already appeared before the birth of Moses – this was perhaps the reason why
it was interpreted that a great man was to be born in the Jewish lands.
Stars symbolize great multitudes, heavenly favor, wisdom, guides, watchers, and
aspirations. The star stands for high hopes and ideals, a hope for a good fortune,
and to reach above oneself. It is believed that a miracle had occurred at the time of
Jesus’s birth. The Christmas Star continues to adorn churches and houses throughout
the world as part of traditional Christmas celebrations. In many cultures, stars are
believed to be the souls of the dead; in Christian belief, stars are identified with the
angels. In non-Christian cultures, stars are associated with the eyes or windows of
heavenly beings. The North Star, or Pole Star, is considered the navel of the universe
and the gate of heaven. Some believe it to be the very throne of God, offering hope
and direction to those lost in the darkness of this world. The brightness of the stars
is associated with the light of Christ, which shines even in the darkness. It is the light
which guides us and shows us the right path to travel in life. The brightness of the
Christmas Star is the symbol of enlightenment, and victory of good over evil.

December
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Please enjoy the Advent star decorations in the sanctuary, which will be up
from December 2nd through the Christmas season.

old world carolers
holiday
benefit concert
UBI CARITAS

Christmas Eve Services:
Morning Service 10:30 a.m.   Candlelight Service 5:30 p.m.

Choral Music from
Across Europe & Beyond

Sunday December 3rd, 3pm
in the sanctuary
Tickets at the door:
suggested donation $10
Welcome the holidays with song!

a shared fundraiser
with SebUMC

Church Door Offerings
Your generous support of our
Church Door ministry enables
us to offer a variety of items to
our neighbors in need, either
at the church office or during
our monthly Saturday Table luncheons. This month we are in
particular need of Applesauce
singles, tins of Vienna sausage,
juice boxes, Club cheddar and
cheese crackers, and Quaker
bars (particularly peanut butter
and chocolate varieties).
We do NOT need any personal care items at this
time. If you are able to donate any of the food items
listed above, please drop them in the basket in the Narthex. During the month of November we provided several new sleeping bags, and assembled food bags for the
Church Door service at the office as well as for our Saturday Table guests. Thank you for your generosity.

advent study group
Not A Silent Night:
Mary Looks Back
to Bethlehem
by Adam Hamilton
Meet on these
four Thursdays:
November 30
December 7, 14, & 21
at 4:00 pm in the Chapel
The book for this study group is now available for purchase
from SebUMC – please call the office for info. Pastor Iunisi will lead the first session; Carol Wegner and Charlotte
Fisher will each lead sessions; then Pastor Iunisi will lead
the final session. Questions? Please call the office or ask
the study leaders for more information.

directory update continues
We continue to update the Church Directory, and plan to
print the new edition by the end of 2017. If you still need
to update your listing, PLEASE contact the office by phone,
email, or mail with your current information as soon as you
can – we look forward to issuing a correct Directory for the
New Year! Thank you.

SATURDAY TABLE

Thank you to everyone who donates money, food, and/or
time to help with Saturday Table – your important contributions directly help hungry people in our community.
• December Saturday Table is 12/23 •
• January Saturday Table is 1/27 •

joy to the world!
christ is born!

Daily Readings for december 2017
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Note: For the readings after Pentecost,
the first reading pairs with the semi-continuous
strand of texts; the second, with the complementary.

• Friday, December 1, 2017: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;
Zechariah 14:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18
• Saturday, December 2, 2017: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;
Micah 2:1-13; Matthew 24:15-31
• Sunday, December 3, 2017: First Sunday of Advent
• Monday, December 4, 2017: Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5;
Revelation 15:1-8
• Tuesday, December 5, 2017: Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13;
Revelation 18:1-10
• Wednesday, December 6, 2017: Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a;
Luke 21:34-38
• Thursday, December 7, 2017: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;
Hosea 6:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
• Friday, December 8, 2017: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:19-26
• Saturday, December 9, 2017: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;
Ezekiel 36:24-28; Mark 11:27-33
• Sunday, December 10, 2017: Second Sunday of Advent
• Monday, December 11, 2017: Psalm 27; Isaiah 26:7-15;
Acts 2:37-42
• Tuesday, December 12, 2017: Psalm 27; Isaiah 4:2-6;
Acts 11:1-18
• Wednesday, December 13, 2017: Psalm 27;
Malachi 2:10-3:1; Luke 1:5-17
• Thursday, December 14, 2017: Psalm 126; Habakkuk 2:1-5;
Philippians 3:7-11
• Friday, December 15, 2017: Psalm 126; Habakkuk 3:2-6;
Philippians 3:12-16
• Saturday, December 16, 2017: Psalm 126;
Habakkuk 3:13-19; Matthew 21:28-32

• Sunday, December 17, 2017: Third Sunday of Advent

• Monday, December 18, 2017: Psalm 125; 1 Kings 18:1-18;
Ephesians 6:10-17
• Tuesday, December 19, 2017: Psalm 125; 2 Kings 2:9-22;
Acts 3:17-4:4
• Wednesday, December 20, 2017: Psalm 125;
Malachi 3:16-4:6; Mark 9:9-13
• Thursday, December 21, 2017: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26;
2 Samuel 6:1-11; Hebrews 1:1-4
• Friday, December 22, 2017: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:12-19; Hebrews 1:5-14
• Saturday, December 23, 2017: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26;
Judges 13:2-24; John 7:40-52
• Sunday, December 24, 2017: Fourth Sunday of Advent
• Sunday, December 24 & 25, 2017:
Nativity of the Lord - Proper I
• Sunday, December 24 & 25, 2017:
Nativity of the Lord - Proper II
• Sunday, December 24 & 25, 2017:
Nativity of the Lord - Proper III
• Tuesday, December 26, 2017: Psalm 148;
Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15; Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60
• Wednesday, December 27, 2017: Psalm 148;
Exodus 33:18-23; 1 John 1:1-9
• Thursday, December 28, 2017: Psalm 148;
Jeremiah 31:15-17; Matthew 2:13-18
• Friday, December 29, 2017: Psalm 148; Isaiah 49:5-15;
Matthew 12:46-50
• Saturday, December 30, 2017: Psalm 148;
Proverbs 9:1-12; 2 Peter 3:8-13
• Sunday, December 31, 2017: First Sunday after
Christmas Day
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december 2017
• please refer to newsletter for more information about events, or call office •
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• happy new year 2018 •
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scrip sales support seb umc! thank you!!

