Sebastopol United Methodist Church
Sunday, October 25, 2020 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost
REFORMATION SUNDAY
…………………………………………………………………………………….
Order of Worship, including Scripture
Seasonal Theme:
The teaching and ministry of Jesus the Christ.
Theme for the day:
The way to harmony in the congregation.
The love of God and neighbor will change things.
Call to worship:
(please read the BOLD text, aloud or silently as you prefer)

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
Unison:

With hearts ready to serve…
God turns our mourning into singing and our sorrows into laughter.
With hope and expectations…
God turns our weeping into celebration…
And our grief into shouts of joy…
Come before the Lord with yearning, with hearts ready to serve. Amen.

Centering & Prayer of Illumination:
(please read along with Pastor, aloud or silently as you prefer)

O Loving God, you not only welcome us, you receive us into yourself. Give us
courage to be so open to others, to let them become so dear to us, that we might
share your gospel through your Son Jesus, as your understanding of Scripture
astonished and humbled all around you. Send your Spirit to illuminate this Word,
so that our understanding and wisdom may be increased. In Jesus's name, we
pray. Amen.
Readings from Scripture:

Matthew 22:34-46
Deuteronomy 34:1-12

[texts of Scripture follow the service, beginning on page 2]

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17

Message:

MINISTRY OF LOVE!

Pastoral Prayer

With thanksgiving for God’s gifts to us, let us offer ourselves and the fruits of our labor for God’s
work in the world. Thank you for continuing to send your offerings and pledges by mail.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication:
(please read along with Pastor, aloud or silently as you prefer)
Holy God, we offer these gifts to you -- may your favor be upon them. Prosper the
work of our hands, that your glorious power may be manifest to all, through
Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Blessing and Benediction:
Beloved family of God, be gracious. Be compassionate. Be loving to all people.
………………………………………………………………………….
Scripture Readings – October 25, 2020
first reading – MATTHEW 22:34-46
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.”
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this
question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to
him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit

calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put
your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his
son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare
to ask him any more questions.
second reading – PSALM 90:1-6, 13-17
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a
watch in the night.
You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the
morning;
In the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.
Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants!
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be
glad all our days.
Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as many years as we have
seen evil.
Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their
children.
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our
hands— O prosper the work of our hands!

(readings continue on the next page)

third reading -- DEUTERONOMY 34:1-12
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land:
Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land
of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of
Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The LORD said to him, “This is the
land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to
your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross
over there.”
Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s
command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but
no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years
old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The
Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of
mourning for Moses was ended.
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded
Moses. Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom
the LORD knew face to face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that
the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his
servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying
displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.

……………………………………………………………………………………
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