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Sebastopol United Methodist Church 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY – SERVICE OF THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

Order of Worship, including Scripture 

 

Seasonal Theme: 

Jesus grows up, and it begins to dawn on some who and what he is. 

Theme for the day: 

The compassion of Jesus and the trust and confidence necessary for him to do 

miracles in our day. 

Prelude                                                                                                                Jim Johnson 

Lighting the Candles                                                                               Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

May the brightness of God shine around us, within us, and through us.  

Stay with us Creator God,  

Live in us, Christ Jesus. 

Abide in us, Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Welcome                                                                                                          Carol Wegner 

Opening Hymn      UMH 89      “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                 Jim Johnson 

(music is on page 5) 

Call to Worship                                                                                               Carol Wegner 

(please read the BOLD text, aloud or silently as you prefer). 

Leader:  The light of God is shining. 

People:  Shining around and within. 

Leader:  The voice of God is calling… 

People:  Calling not just from ancient texts, but from here and now. 

Leader:  The love of God is with us. 

Unison:  Flowing around and within us. Amen. 
 



Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                                              Carol Wegner 
(please read along with Pastor, aloud or silently as you prefer) 

Eternal Light, shine into our hearts. Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil. Eternal 

Power, be our support. Eternal Wisdom, have pity on us. With all our heart, mind, 

and soul we seek your strength through your word that we will hear, through 

Christ our Lord, the enlightenment of all time. In his way and name we pray. 

Amen. 

Hymn            UMH 258            “O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair”             Jim Johnson 

verses 1, 3, and 5 

(music is on page 6) 

Reading from Scripture                                                                              Barbara Stranzl 

                       1 Corinthians 9:24-27            Mark 9:2-9 

(texts are on page 7) 

 

Message       RUNNING THE RACE!                                                      Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Imposition of Ashes                                                                                Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 17th, but we are not going to have a service of Ashes on 

that day; so let us now perform the Imposition of Ashes virtually.  

(you can read the bold texts, aloud or silently as you prefer) 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but may have eternal life. God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him.  

Pastor:   O God the Father, creator of heaven and earth…  

Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

Pastor:   O God the Son, redeemer of the world… 

Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

Pastor:   O God, the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide… 

Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

Pastor:   Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, three persons and one God… 

Unison:  Have mercy on us. Amen.  



At this time, you can use oil on your finger (or just your finger, without oil) to mark 

the sign of the cross -- on each other's foreheads, if you are with others, or on your 

own forehead, if alone. 

Pastor:   Remember that we come from ashes and to ashes we return. 

Unison:  Repent and believe in the gospel. 

Unison Prayer 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these 

ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may 

remember that only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life: through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

With thanksgiving for God’s gifts to us, let us offer ourselves and the fruits of our labor for God’s 
work in the world. Thank you for continuing to send your offerings and pledges by mail. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication                                               Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

(please read along with Pastor, aloud or silently as you prefer) 

Holy God, we praise your great and awesome name. Use us, and these our gifts, in 

your service to establish justice, righteousness, and equity, all for the good of 

your people and the glory of your eternal realm. In Jesus’s name and way, Amen. 

Closing Hymn      UMH 474      “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                 Jim Johnson 

(music is on page 8) 

 

Blessing and Benediction                     

Since we have such hope in Christ, let us live and act in boldness! Love and serve 

Him in the freedom of the Spirit. Be joyful and always be glad in him. 

Postlude                                                                                                               Jim Johnson 

…………………………………………………………………………. 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. 

 

***** HYMNS and SCRIPTURE READINGS BEGIN ON NEXT PAGE*****  

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS – February 14, 2021 

 

first reading -- 1 CORINTHIANS 9:24-27 

Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the 

prize? Run in such a way that you may win it. Athletes exercise self-control in all 

things; they do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one. So I 

do not run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air; but I punish my body 

and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be 

disqualified. 

 

second reading – MARK 9:2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 

high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and 

his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 

them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with 

Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 

three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know 

what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from 

the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 

him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, 

but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about 

what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn three 


