
Sebastopol United Methodist Church 
Sunday, January 30, 2022 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
..........................................................................................

Seasonal Theme: 
Jesus calls his disciples and it dawns on them who this person is they are following. 
Light for a dark world.

Theme for the Day: 
The agape love God has for us and which we are to have for others, even when it is not 
deserved or appreciated.

Call to Worship: 
(please read the BOLD texts with Pastor, aloud or silently, as you prefer)

Pastor: Come and offer God your worship and your praise.

People: Before God formed us in our mothers’ wombs, God knew and loved us.

Pastor: Come and offer Christ your love and your devotion.

People: Before we drew our first breath, Christ consecrated us as his own.

Pastor: Come and offer the Spirit your gratitude and your thanksgiving.

People: Before we heard the call to heal the world, the Spirit sustained 
 our every heartbeat.

Pastor: Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Unison: We will offer God our worship and our praise. Amen.

Centering and Prayer of Illumination: 
(please read along with Pastor, aloud or silently, as you prefer)

God has known us, loved us, and been with us since before we were knit together in our 
mothers’ wombs. Sink into the arms of love this day, and trust the hand that holds you; 
for we have abided in this love long before we first drew breath. Shine the light again 
on your words, so we may understand that you bind us in a love that does not fail or 
fade. We bear all things, believe all things, and hope all things in your love which never 
ends. Amen.



Readings from Scripture:   Jeremiah 1:4-10          1 Corinthians 13:1-13          Luke 4:21-30

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only 
a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to 
whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you, Do not be afraid of 
them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand 
and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in your 
mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to 
pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And I said, “I 
see a branch of an almond tree.” Then the Lord said to me, “You have seen well, for I 
am watching over my word to perform it.” The word of the Lord came to me a second 
time, saying, “What do you see?” And I said, “I see a boiling pot, tilted away from the 
north.” Then the Lord said to me: Out of the north disaster shall break out on all the 
inhabitants of the land. For now I am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of the north, 
says the Lord; and they shall come and all of them shall set their thrones at the entrance 
of the gates of Jerusalem, against all its surrounding walls and against all the cities of 
Judah. And I will utter my judgments against them, for all their wickedness in forsaking 
me; they have made offerings to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own 
hands. But you, gird up your loins; stand up and tell them everything that I command 
you. Do not break down before them, or I will break you before them. And I for my part 
have made you today a fortified city, an iron pillar, and a bronze wall, against the whole 
land—against the kings of Judah, its princes, its priests, and the people of the land. 
They will fight against you; but they shall not prevail against you, for I am with you, says 
the Lord, to deliver you.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my 
body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 



wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.

Luke 4:21-30

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you will 
quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in 
your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, 
“Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, 
there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 
three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah 
was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also 
many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed 
except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled 
with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill 
on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed 
through the midst of them and went on his way.

Message:      REALITY OF LOVE !



Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (UMH 895) 
(we read together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. Prayer of 
Thanksgiving and Dedication:

We have come to give praise to God and to say thank you for all that God has given us. 
In thanksgiving and praise, let us bring our gifts before God. 
 
(please read along with Pastor, aloud or silently, as you prefer)

O Generous source of Love, you are truly our refuge and our strength. Even before 
we were born, you knew us completely. You have watched over us, all the days of our 
lives. Receive these offerings and the gratitude of thankful hearts. Grow the ministries 
of your church so that we may bring your message of love to a world deafened by 
clanging cymbals and noisy gongs. In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.

Blessing and Benediction:

God sends us forth with words of love on our lips. Christ sends us with acts of love in 
our deeds. The Spirit sends us with the power of love to sustain our lives. Stay within 
God’s love as ambassadors of Christ’s love and peace.

... and the people of God love to say (shout)... AMEN!

..........................................................................................


