
Sebastopol United Methodist Church 
Sunday, February 13, 2022 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
..........................................................................................

Seasonal Theme: 
Jesus calls his disciples and it dawns on them who this person is they are following. 
Light for a dark world.

Theme for the Day: 
The radical nature of following Jesus as his kingdom’s disciples.

Call to Worship: 
(please read the BOLD texts, aloud or silently as you prefer)

Pastor: Poor or despairing, come to be  blessed.

People: Hungry or tired, come to be restored.

Pastor: Sorrowing or sighing, come to discover joy.

People: Bring your tired, your poor.

Pastor: Share your hopes, your dreams.

People: Embrace your doubts, your fears.

Pastor: Come as you are.

Unison: All are welcome here. Amen.

Centering and Prayer of Illumination: 
(please read along with me, aloud or silently as you prefer)

God of blessings and woes, bless us with your presence this day. Reveal your way 
forward, and guide us along pathways of hope and grace. Forgive us in times of sin 
and sorrow, and lead us into your redeeming love. Raise us up in times of despair 
and lead us to a new life, so that we may be the blessings we seek for everyone we 
meet. Remind us to trust in you, for you are faithful and true. 
In Jesus’s name and way  we pray. Amen.

Readings from Scripture:   Jeremiah 17:5-10            Psalm 1           Luke 6:17-26



Jeremiah 17:5-10

Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh 
their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in the 
desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the 
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose 
trust is the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the 
stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of 
drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. The heart is devious above 
all else; it is perverse— who can understand it? I the Lord test the mind and search the 
heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings.

Psalm 1

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that 
sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;

but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous;

for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

Luke 6:17-26

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples 
and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and 
Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who 
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch 
him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

Message:      LIFE IS EITHER BLESSINGS OR CURSES ! 

Pastoral Prayer



The Lord’s Prayer (UMH 895)

(we read together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication:

We have come to give praise to God and to say thank you for all that God has given us. 
In thanksgiving and praise, let us bring our gifts before God. 
 
(please read along with me, aloud or silently as you prefer)

O Blessed God, with these gifts bring food to the hungry, hope to the despairing, and 
comfort to the sorrowful. Bless these gifts and our very lives, that we may be blessings 
of hope for your world. Amen.

Blessing and Benediction:

Be a blessing to others. Expand your blessings with joy with everyone you meet, for we 
are blessed by God.

... and the people of God love to say (shout)... AMEN!

..........................................................................................


