
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, August 28, 2022         Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                               Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

Jesus’s acts of compassion and teaching ministry. 

Theme of the Day: 

A Christian disciple’s way of life which includes humility, hospitality, and charity. 

Opening Prayer                                                                          Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

(we read together) 

O Gracious God, through the ages, you have called us to follow. You led us to 

freedom, to hope and peace. Enter our hearts again today and lead us to your 

healing love, that we might serve you joyfully in this world that you have loaned 

to us. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 158                                                        Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

 Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

Call to Worship                                                                                Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader: When we are left to our own devices, we become like weak and cracked 

               vessels, unable to sustain love, mercy, and justice. 

People: But when we come before God, seeking God's healing love, we are given 

               the strength and courage to serve others. 

Leader: We often want to have our own way in all that we do. 



People: We have a difficult time trusting in God. 

Leader: Lord, come to us this day, healing our mistrust and our hesitancy. 

People: Give us spirits ready to receive your forgiveness and mercy. Amen. 

Hymn  FWS 2130  (verses 1, 2, and 4)                                    Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

The Summons 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                           Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

(we read together) 

God of Hospitality, you alone are worthy of honor and praise. Open our eyes to see 

the world as you see it. Give us the wisdom to witness your presence in all people. 

Transform us in love, grow us in our faith, call us to love with a full heart and to share 

your promises with all people. May your Spirit open our beings to your work and 

faithfully respond to your Holy Word. Amen. 

Special Music                                                                                                                 Jim Johnson 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                         Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16            Luke 14:1, 7-14 
(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

 

Message                                                                                                               Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

CHRISTIAN LIVING IN HUMILITY AND HOSPITALITY! 

Go-Sow-Grow Prayer                                                                                         Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

(we read together) 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by your Spirit, Lord,” we stand united in prayer 

for the churches of the California-Nevada Annual Conference.  Pour out your 



blessing upon our conference, your fruitfulness to our new churches, and your 

vitality to every congregation in our connection.  

 

Humbly, we Go into your presence, passionately and fervently seeking your 

face.  Prayerfully, we Sow our hopes and dreams for the church. Expectantly, we 

desire that the Body of Christ may Grow into your likeness in a world that so 

desperately needs you.  Bring health and growth -- both spiritually and, by your 

grace, numerically -- as we spread the love of Jesus to all of God’s children. In 

Jesus’s mighty name we pray.  Amen. 

Responsive Prayer                                                                                                 Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Let us pray to our sovereign saying: God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Gracious God, you call us to relinquish the cares and 

              concerns of our lives to you, so that we might serve you 

              in perfect freedom. Hear us as we bring before you the 

              petitions of our hearts and minds.  God of mercy… 

People: Hear our prayer.  

Pastor: We offer our prayers for the universal church. May our 

              words and actions bring honor to your name and teach us 

              true humility.  God of mercy… 

People: Hear our prayer.  

Pastor: We offer our prayers for the needs of the world. May 

              peace pervade in all places of conflict and violence. 

              God of mercy… 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We offer our prayers for those who suffer from sickness 

              of mind, body, or spirit and all those who care for them. 

              God of mercy… 

People: Hear our prayer. 



Pastor: We pray for those who have died, who now worship in 

              the presence of Christ, and those who will die today. 

              God of mercy… 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                   Pastor Iunisi Tovo  

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                               Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                     Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

(we read together) 

God of grace, we give thanks for your faithfulness to us, we give thanks for your hope 

in us, and we rejoice in the knowledge of your unending grace. In the light of your 

mercy, and confident in your love, we dedicate these offerings and ourselves to you. 

Amen. 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

 

Closing Hymn   FWS 2129                                                         Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

May the God of mystery take you to unexpected places. May His humility teach you 

to serve without pride. May the God of Hospitality and wisdom inspire your work, 

now and forever. 

Together we say: Amen. 



Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 

that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in 

prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as 

though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let 

the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep 

your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has 

said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is 

my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, 

those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and 

imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Through 

him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 

confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 

meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 

parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at 

the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by 

your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this 

person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But 

when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 

comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the 

presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one 

who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 

or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 



return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 

you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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