
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, September 4, 2022         Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP and COMMUNION 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                  Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

Jesus’s acts of compassion and teaching ministry. 

Theme of the Day: 

The radical nature of following Jesus as disciples; and His ever-present help 

along the way. 

Opening Prayer                                                                             Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

Lord, from the very beginning of your creation, you breathed your love into all that 

you made. You gave us the breath of life and asked us to be good stewards of all 

creation. You placed your trust and love in us. Help us to turn again with joyful 

hearts to you, placing our trust in all that you have done for us. Let us be a blessing 

for you. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 64                                                             Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

Call to Worship                                                                                   Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader: God is like a potter who shapes and forms our lives. 

People: We have been called to be faithful to God’s intention. 

Leader: God seeks for us to be vessels of compassion and service. 

People: We have been given multiple opportunities to witness God's love. 



Leader: We find it easy to say, “Yes, we will follow Christ.” 

People: But sometimes discipleship makes uncomfortable demands on us. 

Leader: Come, let us worship the Creator who has given us life. 

Unison: Let us send our praises to God who knows and loves us completely. Amen. 

 

Hymn  FWS 2193  (we sing twice)                                      Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                              Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

Holy and merciful God, we have come to hear your word. Help us to bear it. Break 

down in us all that resists your will and plant in us a willingness to turn; for we would 

live, we would be your disciples. By your Spirit, come to us now in the needs of our 

neighbors. We pray in the name of Jesus, our mediator. Amen. 

 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                           Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Jeremiah 18:1-11            Philemon 1-21 

(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

 

Go-Sow-Grow Prayer                                                                                         Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

 

Message                                                                                                               Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

LOVE LETTERS FROM THE HEART! 

 



A Companion Litany to Our Social Creed                       Pastor Iunisi Tovo and Congregation 

from The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 

Pastor: God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ calls us by grace to be renewed in the 

              image of our Creator, that we may be one in divine love for the world. Today is 

               the day God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing and wholeness 

               of all life, weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. And so shall we. 

People: Today is the day God embraces all hues of humanity, delights in diversity and 

               difference, favors solidarity, transforming strangers into friends. 

               And so shall we. 

Pastor: Today is the day. God cries with masses of starving people, despises growing 

              disparity between rich and poor, demands justice for workers in the 

              marketplace. And so shall we. 

People: Today is the day. God deplores violence in our homes and streets, rebukes the 

               world’s warring madness, humbles the powerful, and lifts up the lowly. 

               And so shall we. 

Pastor: Today is the day. God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, celebrate 

              where justice and mercy embrace, exult when a wolf grazes with a lamb. 

               And so shall we. 

Unison: Today is the day God brings good news to the poor, proclaims release to the 

               captives, gives sight to the blind, and sets the oppressed free. 

               And so shall we. 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                            Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

 

SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE 

UMH page 13 

The Lord’s Table: Receiving the Bread & Cup, and the Prayer After Receiving 

In the Early Church, worship took place in the midst of a common meal where Holy 

Communion was offered. Left-over food and bread were taken out to those who were ill or 

shut in and to those in the community who were hungry and without shelter. 

Our monthly communion offering honors that tradition. 

 

 



WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                                  Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                        Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

Loving God, you are ever mindful of your people. You fashion us into vessels fit for 

your service. Transform our gifts and offerings into vessels to serve your world well, 

for you are worthy of our praise and glory. Amen. 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

 

Closing Hymn   UMH 600                                                            Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Wonderful Words of Life 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Go with God’s blessings -- the blessings of the one who molds us and fashions us for 

glory -- the blessings of the one who creates us anew each and every day. 

Together we say: Amen. 

 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson 

 

 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Come, go down to the potter’s house, 

and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there 

he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the 

potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. Then the 

word of the LORD came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter 

has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O 

house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I 

will pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have 

spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to 

bring on it. And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that 

I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will 

change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. 

Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says 

the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. 

Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

 

Philemon 1-21 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend 

and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church 

in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of 

your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing 

of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for 

Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the 

hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet 

I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and 

now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 

whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, 

but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own 



heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me 

in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing 

without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not 

something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so 

that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 

beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in 

the Lord. So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If 

he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, 

Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. 

I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this 

benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I 

am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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