
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, September 18, 2022         Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Theme for the Day: 

Christians are people who must tell the truth. … the God of justice and freedom and 

liberation is in deathly conflict with the gods and imperial power of Babylon [and 

Rome… and?].  Against the dominant value system that does not blush and that keeps 

on lying, it is the task of the peacemaking church  to grieve, to speak the truth, to 

dismantle, to turn loose, to face the exile, all for the sake of peace. The only way from 

here to there, from despair to hope, from death to new life, is by way of weeping, of 

grief, of exile.  -- Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann 

When feelings are discounted, we close down the healing process. -- Kriewald  

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                  Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Opening Hymn  UMH 378                                                           Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

 Amazing Grace 

Call to Worship                                                                                   Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader: Cry, and God will answer. 

People: Call, and the Lord will say: I am here.  

Leader: If you do away with the yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked word; if you give 

your bread to the hungry and relief to the poor; If you are not enticed to follow false 

gods, there can be healing for the people. 

Unison: Call, and the Lord will say: I am here. Amen. 



Hymn  UMH 375                                                                          Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

There Is a Balm in Gilead 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                              Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

We thank you, God, that your mercy is without bounds. Your love is greater than our 

minds can imagine. We turn to you that our eyes might be opened. Thank you for 

gathering us, for receiving our tears and our praise, for feeding us your Word anew. In 

Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                           Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Jeremiah 8:18-22            Isaiah 61:1-4            Luke 6:21 
(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Message                                                                                                      Reverend Betty Pagett 

NEW TEARS 

Moments of Reflection (musical interlude)                                                             Jim Johnson 

Sharing Prayers of Joy and Concern                            Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

In response to each prayer, the congregation says, "Lord, hear our prayers." 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                           Reverend Betty Pagett  

The Lord's Prayer (UMH 895)                                                     Reverend Betty Pagett and All 

 



WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                                       Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                             Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read together) 

Christ, you offer us healing and wholeness, and we are so grateful. And you call us to 

minister to the poor in spirit, to those who mourn, to those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, to walk with those who make peace.  As we share our gifts, we praise 

and thank God for these callings, for these gifts of forgiveness, hope and new life.  

Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

 

Closing Hymn   FWS 2162                                                           Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Grace Alone 

 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                          Reverend Betty Pagett 

 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson 

(Scripture readings can be found on the following page) 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Jeremiah 8:18-22 



My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor people from 

far and wide in the land: “Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why have 

they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?”) “The harvest is 

past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” For the hurt of my poor people I am 

hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no 

physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored? 

 

Isaiah 61:1-4 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent 

me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for 

those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 

instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 

oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they 

shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 

 

Luke 6:21 

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep 

now, for you will laugh. 

 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 
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