
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, October 2, 2022         Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP and COMMUNION 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

We welcome Members of Forestville UMC, who join us in worship today. 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                  Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

Jesus’s acts of compassion and teaching ministry. 

Theme of the Day: 

The Christian life of discipleship and our sincere faith in Christ. 

Opening Prayer                                                                             Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

Merciful God, God of all, we often feel far away from you, but when we come into 

your presence our needs are always met. When our mouths know the taste of bitter 

tears, you bring us to the feast of your love and mercy.  When grief threatens to 

steal our joy, you remind us to sing of happier times. Be with us in this time of 

worship, that we may be brought back to life, through the grace of your Son, who 

walks with us on our journey of faith. With respect and gratitude, we pray. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 577  (verses 1, 2, and 4)          Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

 God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                   Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader: When we feel spiritually homeless, where can we turn for help? 

People: Our help is in the grace of God. 



Leader: When we are imprisoned in our suffering, where can we turn for solace? 

People: Our solace is in the mercy of Christ. 

Leader: When we are trapped in the grip of misfortune, where can we turn for 

               strength? 

Unison: Come! Let us worship God, our guide and guardian. Amen. 

 

Hymn  FWS 2181                                                             Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

We Need a Faith 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                              Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

Faithful and Holy God, we know that your love never ceases and your Spirit forever 

flows. Speak your word, and let us hear the good treasures entrusted to us. By the 

power of your Holy Spirit, increase our faith that we may do all we are commended to 

do according to your glory. In Jesus's name we pray. Amen. 

 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                           Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

2 Timothy 1:1-14            Luke 17:5-10 

(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

 

Go-Sow-Grow Prayer                                                                                         Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

(we read together) 

 

Message                                                                                                               Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

WE LIVE BY FAITH IN GOD'S PROMISES! 

 



Affirmation of Faith  UMH 885  A Modern Affirmation            Pastor Iunisi Tovo and All 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                              Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Hymn for World Communion Sunday  UMH 620 

(we sing together) 

One Bread, One Body 

SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE 

UMH page 13 

The Lord’s Table: Receiving the Bread & Cup, and the Prayer After Receiving 

In the Early Church, worship took place in the midst of a common meal where Holy 

Communion was offered. Left-over food and bread were taken out to those who were ill 

or shut-in and to those in the community who were hungry and without shelter. 

Our monthly communion offering honors that tradition. 

 

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Offertory                                                                                                                                Jim Johnson 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                                  Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                        Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

Gracious God, you are the good news for a weary world. You are the hope for people 

in despair, and you are the refuge for exiles. We pray that you accept the offerings we 

bring this day. Use them to fortify your purpose and grace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

with gratitude. Amen. 

 

 



WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

 

Closing Hymn   UMH 374                                                            Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Standing on the Promises 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Go from this place trusting in the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy 

purpose. God restores the road before you that leads to grace, mercy, and peace. Do 

not grow weary of waiting on Him. May the Lord our God fill you with hope, now and 

forever. 

Together we say: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that 

is in Christ Jesus, To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear 

conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night 

and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am 

reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your 

mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 

For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the 

laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and of self-discipline. Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony 

about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying 

on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to 

our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in 

Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed through the appearing 

of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 



through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a 

teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in 

whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I 

have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 

from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure 

entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Luke 17:5-10 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 

size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 

the sea,’ and it would obey you. “Who among you would say to your slave who has just 

come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your 

place at the table’? Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on 

your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you 

thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all 

that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we 

ought to have done!’” 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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