
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, October 9, 2022         Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                       Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

Jesus’s acts of compassion and teaching ministry. 

Theme of the Day: 

Our fellowship of thanksgiving for God’s abundant blessings. 

 

 

 



Opening Prayer                                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

O Lord of All, we thank you for the healing love you have offered to us; for the 

patience you have with us;  and for your presence that will never fail. Bring our 

hearts and spirits to you, that we may grow in our faith and service to you by 

serving others. In Jesus’s name, we pray. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 98                                                     Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

To God Be the Glory 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                         Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader:  Come and sing God’s praises. 

People:  Let us make a joyful noise to the Lord. 

Leader:  We have walked through fire and water with heavy burdens on our backs. 

People:  But God has led us into a spacious place to plant gardens of faith. 

Leader:  Rejoice in the Lord. 

Unison:  We will build houses of joy and shout glory to our God. Let us worship 

                in gratitude and praise. Amen. 

Hymn  UMH 261                                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Lord of the Dance 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                      Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

O Gracious Redeemer, you revive us when our bodies grow weak and when our spirits 

fade within us. We pray for our communities that we may bloom where we are 

planted, and that our hope of your continued love may be fulfilled. By your Holy Spirit 

grant your living light within us, so that we can gratefully know the essence of your 

glory. With gratitude and respect we pray. Amen. 

Special Music                                                                                                                 Jim Johnson 



Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                                 Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7            Psalm 66:1-12            Luke 17:11-19 
(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

Message                                                                                                                     Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

BE JOYFUL WITH A GRATEFUL HEART! 

Go-Sow-Grow Prayer                                                                                         Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

(we read together) 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by your Spirit, Lord,” we stand united in prayer 

for the churches of the California-Nevada Annual Conference.  Pour out your 

blessing upon our conference, your fruitfulness to our new churches, and your 

vitality to every congregation in our connection.  

 

Humbly, we Go into your presence, passionately and fervently seeking your 

face.  Prayerfully, we Sow our hopes and dreams for the church. Expectantly, we 

desire that the Body of Christ may Grow into your likeness in a world that so 

desperately needs you.  Bring health and growth -- both spiritually and, by your 

grace, numerically -- as we spread the love of Jesus to all of God’s children. 

In Jesus’s mighty name we pray.  Amen. 

A Companion Litany to Our Social Creed                                                        Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

from The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 

Pastor: God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ calls us by grace to be renewed in the 

image of our Creator, that we may be one in divine love for the world. Today is the 

day God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing and wholeness of all life, 

weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. And so shall we. 

People: Today is the day God embraces all hues of humanity, delights in diversity 

and difference, favors solidarity, transforming strangers into friends. 

And so shall we. 



Pastor: Today is the day. God cries with masses of starving people, despises growing 

disparity between rich and poor, demands justice for workers in the marketplace. 

And so shall we. 

People: Today is the day. God deplores violence in our homes and streets, rebukes 

the world’s warring madness, humbles the powerful, and lifts up the lowly. 

And so shall we. 

Pastor: Today is the day. God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, celebrate 

where justice and mercy embrace, exult when a wolf grazes with a lamb. 

And so shall we. 

Unison: Today is the day God brings good news to the poor, proclaims release to the 

captives, gives sight to the blind, and sets the oppressed free. And so shall we. 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                   Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                          Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

Creator of all things, you meet us in our need; your love and grace surround us. When 

our world is turned upside down, you carry us through the trials of life. Receive our 

gifts as signs of our gratitude. Accept our praise for your many blessings. Receive our 

lives that we may serve you in the ministry of your church. In Jesus’s name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 



WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

Closing Hymn   FWS 2151                                                    Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Pastor:  As you go forth this day, build houses of love and plant gardens of faith.  

People:  We will sow seeds of faith and hope, and bloom where we are planted.  

Pastor:  Care for your neighbors and bear the fruit of kindness and compassion. 

People:  We will grow in the power of God’s Spirit, and bloom with grace of 

               Christ’s love. 

Pastor:  Go with God. 

Together we say: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 

remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, 

whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. Thus says 

the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 

Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 

produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give 

your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and 

do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and 

pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

Psalm 66:1-12 

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 

sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise. 

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great power, your enemies 

cringe before you. 



All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name.” Selah 

Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. 

He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. There we 

rejoiced in him, 

who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations— let the 

rebellious not exalt themselves. Selah 

Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept us among the living, and has not let our feet slip. 

For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 

You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs; 

you let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you 

have brought us out to a spacious place. 

Luke 17:11-19 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 

Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they 

called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to 

them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made 

clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God 

with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a 

Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are 

they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you 

well.” 

 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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