
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, November 6, 2022         Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 

All Saints Sunday 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP and COMMUNION 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

We welcome Members of Forestville UMC, who join us in worship today. 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                       Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

Jesus’s acts of compassion and teaching ministry. 

Theme of the Day: 

There is hope in the future. We have nothing to fear as the first fruits of salvation. 

Opening Prayer                                                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read together) 

Redeeming God, come and heal our lives this day. Open our hearts to receive your 

words of hope and joy that we may become faithful servants of yours in this world 

which you have loaned to us. For we ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 140                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                         Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader:  Welcome this day to a celebration of hope and abundance. 

People:  Each day God brings to us new opportunities to learn and grow. 

Leader:  Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! God is near to all of us. 

People:  We have come from a busy week in which we have been pulled this way 

                and that, with demands on our lives, our time, our energy. 



Leader:  Come and rest in the Lord who heals and restores you. 

People:  We need this restoration in all of our lives. 

Leader:  There are times when our lives feel empty. 

People:  God is faithful to us and will help us to overcome our fears. 

Leader:  Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on each one of us. 

People:  Heal our spirits. Change our lives into joyful service to you. 

Leader:  God brings to us hope and peace. We place our trust in God’s abundant love. 

Unison:  Let us freely and without fear open our hearts to God’s healing words of 

                hope. Amen. 

 

Hymn  FWS 2034                                                                  Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Blessed Be the Name of the Lord 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read together) 

O God, we are here to worship and to pray. Hear our prayers and receive us as we lean 

into your loving arms. Help us dream dreams of justice and  to become your beloved 

community. By your Holy Spirit shine upon us, so others can feel the warmth of your 

being for the transformation of our world. In Jesus's name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                                 Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9            2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

 

Message                                                                                                               Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

THE BEST IS YET TO COME! 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith  UMH 887  Affirmation from Romans        Pastor Iunisi Tovo and All 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                               Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Communion Hymn  FWS 2266 

(we sing together) 

Here Is Bread, Here Is Wine 

SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE 

UMH page 13 

The Lord’s Table: Receiving the Bread & Cup, and the Prayer After Receiving 

In the Early Church, worship took place in the midst of a common meal where Holy 

Communion was offered. Left-over food and bread were taken out to those who were ill 

or shut-in and to those in the community who were hungry and without shelter. 

Our monthly communion offering honors that tradition. 

 

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Offertory                                                                                                                                Jim Johnson 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                                        Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                             Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read together) 

Eternal Father,  you are the caretaker of our souls, you draw near to all who call on 

you. May the offering we bring before you this day heal the broken lives and 

unrealized dreams of our world. May these gifts be signs of hope for the future 

especially in places plagued by injustice, that all may know the power of your Spirit. In 

Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 

 



 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

 

Closing Hymn   UMH 451                                                                 Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

Be Thou My Vision 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Pastor: Go forth with courage, for God is with us. 

People: God goes with us to guide us. 

Pastor: Go forth with faith, for Christ is with us. 

People: Christ goes with us to heal us. 

Pastor: Go forth with hope, for the Spirit makes us whole. 

People: The Spirit goes with us to strengthen us. 

Together we say: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 

on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month. 

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the 

month, the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you that saw this 

house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as 

nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, 

son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the LORD; 

work, for I am with you, says the LORD of hosts, according to the promise that I made you 

when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says 

the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and 

the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all 



nations shall come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts. The 

silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter splendor of this 

house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts; and in this place I will give 

prosperity, says the LORD of hosts. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we 

beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by 

spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is 

already here. 

Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes 

first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. He opposes and 

exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in 

the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not remember that I told you 

these things when I was still with you? 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 

Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the 

Spirit and through belief in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our 

proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you 

were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through 

grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them 

in every good work and word. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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