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 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
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WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                  Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

Jesus’s acts of compassion and teaching ministry. 

Theme of the Day: 

There is a promise, and a prophecy of Jesus, about discipleship; 

the end is always near. 

 

 



Opening Prayer                                                               Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

(we read together) 

Come and let us sing God’s praises throughout all the earth. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, from the highest peaks to the deepest caverns. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, from the tiniest creatures to the greatest herds. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, in the midst of our joys and sorrows. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, as we come to worship the God of all creation. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 185  (verses 1 through 3)        Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                   Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader: God will create a new heaven and a new earth. 

People: The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 

Leader: God rejoices over Jerusalem and takes delight in God’s people. 

People: The lamb and the wolf will feed together, and the lion will eat straw 

               like the ox. 

Leader: They will neither harm nor destroy God's holy mountain. 

Unison: We worship the one who makes all this new. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 186                                            Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

Alleluia 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

(we read together) 

God of all, quiet in us any voice but your own, that by the power of the Holy Spirit we 

might hear, and by hearing we might believe, and in believing we might act, making 

way for your new creation. In Jesus's name we pray. Amen. 

Special Music                                                                                                                 Jim Johnson 

Meditation from the opera THAIS by Jules Massenet 



Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                           Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Isaiah 65:17-25            2 Thessalonians 3:6-13            Luke 21:5-19 
(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

Message                                                                                                                     Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

NEW LIFE COMES THROUGH CHANGE! 

Go-Sow-Grow Prayer                                                                                         Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                   Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                     Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                          Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

(we read together) 

Eternal God, we draw strength in your presence. You have created and sustained us to 

meet the challenges we face each day. May the gifts and offerings we bring before 

you reflect the light of Christ that shines in our lives, a light that can heal the world. In 

our living, and in our giving, help us act in concert with your ways, that the world 

might see in us the power of your Spirit, in whom we pray. Amen. 

 



 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

Closing Hymn   UMH 89  (verses 1 through 3)        Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Go forth with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Share the gospel with everyone you meet. 

Christ is alive, and alive in you. 

Together we say: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for 

I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in 

Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or 

an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will 

be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered 

accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 

their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy 

the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for 

they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD— and their descendants as well. Before they 

call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 

feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be 

dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD. 



2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 

from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they 

received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not 

idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; 

but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of 

you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an 

example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: 

Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in 

idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and 

exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 

living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

Luke 21:5-19 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come 

when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” They asked him, 

“Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 

place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my 

name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. “When you hear 

of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but 

the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various 

places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from 

heaven. “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 

hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 

governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up 

your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a 

wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be 

betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some 

of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your 

head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls. 



 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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