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Sunday, January First, 2023         Epiphany Sunday 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP and COMMUNION 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 

 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                  Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Theme of the Day: 

O God, who has made us the creatures of time, so that every tomorrow is an 

unknown country, and every decision a venture of faith, grant us, frail children of the 

day, who are blind to the future, to move toward it with a sure confidence in your 

love, from which neither life nor death can separate us.  Amen. 

-- Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr 



Opening Prayer                                                                                   Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

Always creating Spirit, as we follow the wise men we realize our hope is too small:  

we are unwilling to dream of a good future for all people. We ask the forgiveness of 

God and all humankind. Our imagination is tired – too tired to comprehend evil and 

too dried up to bring well-springs of green to a parched world. We ask the 

forgiveness of God and all humankind. For people who give us the freedom to say 

‘yes,’ We give thanks. For people who enrich our sense of possibility by their love, 

We give thanks.  For the capacity to rejoice, even when looking into the face of 

darkness, We give thanks. O God, in this time we need to be freed to cry and to 

laugh, to be given the courage to risk change and make changes. We give thanks for 

all those people and meanings and words that help us to be part of that changing 

and growing.  Amen.                    -- some words from a prayer by students, 1968 

Opening Hymn  UMH 251                                              Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

Call to Worship q                                                                                Worship Leader Carol Wegner  

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader:  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 

                the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 

People:  "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?  

                For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him." 

Leader:  Let us pray. 

Unison:  O God of all our journeys, we come through the deserts seeking the light 

                that the Holy Child can shed upon our paths.  We come offering the 

                treasures of our hearts.  Dispel all darkness and let the good news shine 

                in our lives, and in the world this new year. Amen. 

Hymn  UMH 254  (verses 1 through 4)                        Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

We Three Kings 

 



Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                                Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

As the Wise Men followed your star of faith, O God, may we in this hour look for 

your guidance and worship in awe the One who is the way, the truth, and the life. 

Amen. 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                           Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Matthew 2:1-18 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

Message                                                                                                      Reverend Betty Pagett 

Journey of the Wise 

Musical Interlude                                                                                                          Jim Johnson 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                           Reverend Betty Pagett 

Call to the Table  UMH 230  (verse 3)                                       Reverend Betty Pagett and All 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE 

UMH page 13 

 The Lord’s Table: Receiving the Bread & Cup, and the Prayer After Receiving 

In the Early Church, worship took place during a common meal at which Holy 

Communion was offered. Leftover food and bread were taken out to those who were ill 

or shut-in and to those in the community who were hungry and without shelter. 

Our monthly communion offering honors that tradition. 

 



WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit the 

sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD 

HAS GIVEN US. 

Offertory                                                                                                                        Jim Johnson 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 204                                              Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                        Worship Leader Carol Wegner 

(we read together) 

We offer our gifts to God, with wise men and kings, shepherds, and villagers over the 

centuries.  O God, we bring our gifts, and dedicate all that we have and are to bring 

the Christ Child’s love and light into the world. Amen. 

 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

Closing Hymn  UMH 246                                                Worship Leader Carol Wegner and All 

Joy to the World 

 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                          Reverend Betty Pagett 

After the prayer, we say together: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                       Jim Johnson 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 



SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 2:1-18 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 

I may also go and pay him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road. 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, 

took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the 

death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he 

sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 

under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 

what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 



wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 

consoled, because they are no more.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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