
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
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WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

We Light the first Advent candle: HOPE                                                         The Fisher Family 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                       Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

The hope for, and anticipation of the coming of Jesus into the world and into 

our own hearts again. 



Theme of the Day: 

There is hope and encouragement for us from those who know best: prophet, 

apostle, and Jesus. 

Opening Prayer                                                                    Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

Draw near to us, O God, even as we draw near to you. Open our hearts and our 

minds to your presence and awaken us from the sleep and inattention that hold us 

back. Prepare us to receive your love, even as we prepare our lives to celebrate the 

joy of Christ’s birth. In joyful hope we pray. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 196                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Call to Worship                                                                                         Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader:  The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 

People:  Watch for this gift! 

Leader:  Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 

People: The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 

Leader:  Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 

Unison:  Praise be to God for such lavish love. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 211                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                      Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

Almighty God, as we begin a new church year help us to be ready for anything and 

everything. Open our hearts to receive your Word. By your Spirit, free us from the 

power of darkness and show us the inheritance of the saints of light. We pray in 

your Begotten Son Jesus’s name. Amen. 

 



Hymn  UMH 206                                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                                 Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Isaiah 2:1-5            Romans 13:11-14            Matthew 24:36-44 

(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

Message                                                                                                                     Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE POWER OF HOPE! 

 

Go-Sow-Grow Prayer                                                                                         Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                   Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

 

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD 

HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 204  (sung twice)                                Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

Gracious God, as we bring our gifts to you we bring much more than earthly treasure, 

we bring our very lives. Transform us through our giving, that we may grow ever 

closer to you. Help us share your peace and love with others as joyfully and 

generously as you have shared your gifts with us. In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

Closing Hymn   UMH 203  (verses 1, 3, and 4)                Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Go forth to every corner of our community carrying God’s light of Hope. Share with 

family and friends. Be ready to watch for his promise, as the time is here: salvation is 

at hand. Be at peace in the arms and love of God. 

Together we say: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come 

the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall 

come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God 

of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of 

Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge 

between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 

walk in the light of the LORD! 



Romans 13:11-14 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Matthew 24:36-44 

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then 

two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 

grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for 

you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 

the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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