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Third Sunday of Advent 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
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WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

 

 

 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

We Light the candle of JOY                                                                        The Witteman Family 

 

Greetings & Welcome                                                              Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

The hope for, and anticipation of, the coming of Jesus into the world and into our 

hearts again. 

 



Theme of the Day: 

Hope, and a way home, for those who feel far away in exile. The profound JOY we feel 

in celebrating our rescue. 

Opening Prayer                                                             Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

(we read together) 

O Lord, you know the deserts and the parched places in our lives. We seek your 

healing power. Lead us on this Advent journey to the place of new birth and to the 

place of our redemption. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 236  (verses 1, 2, and 6)       Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

While Shepherds Watched their Flocks 

Call to Worship                                                                                Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader:  Today there is good news for us to behold! 

People:  Those who feared that they were worth little to God have found blessing 

                in God’s sight. 

Leader:  For in the mercy and love of God, the blind shall see, the lame shall walk 

                without pain, those who could not hear shall be blessed with hearing, and 

                there shall be peace. 

People:  God’s mercy and love is poured out for our parched souls. 

Leader:  Behold! The Lord’s compassion is with God’s people. 

Unison:  Believe in the power of God in all things. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 230  (verses 1 and 3)            Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                              Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

(we read together) 

Remember us in your mercy, Lord. In this dry and dusty place pour out the power of 

your Spirit, so that your Word may blossom in our lives and enable us to magnify 

you and rejoice in your Honor through Jesus Christ, who delights in us and shines 

our way in the wilderness. Amen. 



Musical Interlude                                                                                                          Jim Johnson 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                         Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Luke 1:46b-55            Isaiah 35:1-10            Matthew 11:2-11 

(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

Message                                                                                                                     Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

THERE IS JOY IN KNOWING JESUS! 

 

A Companion Litany to Our Social Creed                                                        Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

from The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 

Pastor: God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ calls us by grace to be renewed in 

the image of our Creator, that we may be one in divine love for the world. Today is 

the day God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing and wholeness of all 

life, weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. And so shall we. 

People: Today is the day God embraces all hues of humanity, delights in diversity 

and difference, favors solidarity, transforming strangers into friends. 

And so shall we. 

Pastor: Today is the day. God cries with masses of starving people, despises growing 

disparity between rich and poor, demands justice for workers in the marketplace. 

And so shall we. 

People: Today is the day. God deplores violence in our homes and streets, rebukes 

the world’s warring madness, humbles the powerful, and lifts up the lowly. 

And so shall we. 

Pastor: Today is the day. God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, celebrate 

where justice and mercy embrace, exult when a wolf grazes with a lamb. 

And so shall we. 

Unison: Today is the day God brings good news to the poor, proclaims release to the 

captives, gives sight to the blind, and sets the oppressed free. And so shall we. 



Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                   Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Hymn  UMH 216  (verses 1 and 2)                                Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

(we remain seated) 

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming 

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                  Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                       Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

(we read together) 

God of promises and joy, receive these gifts we return to you now. Bless these 

offerings, that our gifts may be signs of joy and hope for others in need. Amen. 

 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

Closing Hymn   UMH 246  (verses 1, 2, and 4)        Worship Leader Barbara Stranzl and All 

Joy to the World 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Be patient, beloved ones, and let your hearts be strong, for the coming of the Lord is 

near. As children of God’s promise, we go now to bring hope and peace to a world 

badly needed. Blessed by Christ’s presence, we go forth in Joy and Hope. 

Together we say: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson  



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Luke 1:46b-55 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 

he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 

holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He 

has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has 

helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he 

made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 

the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 

Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 

of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 

feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is 

your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 

save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 

the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 

shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall 

become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 

become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 

God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall 

any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall 

walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 

and sighing shall flee away. 

 

 



Matthew 11:2-11 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes 

no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go 

out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 

royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell you, among 

those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in 

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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