
SEBASTOPOL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
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LOVE 
 

 

 

WE BRING IN THE LIGHT 

Prelude                                                                                                                           Jim Johnson 

We Light the candle of LOVE                                                                              The Reed Family 

Greetings & Welcome                                                                       Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

Peace and Grace in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Seasonal Theme: 

The hope for, and anticipation of, the coming of Jesus into the world and into our 

hearts again. 

 



Theme of the Day: 

The one named Emmanuel invites us to family. Love is instilled in the family. 

Opening Prayer                                                                     Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

O Holy One, you send us new life in so many forms. Open our minds, that we may 

recognize it. Open our hearts, that we may receive it. Open our bodies, that we may 

embrace it. Open our souls, that we may live it. Open us this day and all days. In 

Emmanuel’s name, we gratefully pray. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  UMH 234  (verses 1 through 3)             Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Call to Worship                                                                                         Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

(we read the bold text together) 

Leader:  O God, hear our call. 

People:  Stir up your strength and come to save us! 

Leader:  Restore us, O God. 

People:  Let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

Leader:  For we know that new life is coming 

People:  A child will change us all.  

Leader:  He will be God-with-us. 

Unison:  Give us life and joy, O God, and we will forever call on your name. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 240                                                   Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

Centering & Prayer of Illumination                                      Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 

As your Holy Spirit spoke to Mary, the mother of our Lord, speak to us now through 

your Word that by hearing we, too, may receive faith and strengthened to do your 

will. In your Begotten Son’s name, we pray. Amen. 



 

Special Music                                                                                    India Wade and Michael Ost 

O Holy Night 
music by Adolphe Adam, arranged by B. C. Dockery 

Reading from the Sacred Scripture                                                 Worship Leader Vicky Ness 

We light the Candle to remind us of the light of Sacred Scripture. 

Isaiah 7:10-16            Matthew 1:18-25 

(Scripture readings can be found at the end of this service) 

Leader: This is the word of God, for the people of God. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 

Message                                                                                                                     Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

LEGACY OF LOVE! 

 

Go-Sow-Grow Prayer                                                                           Pastor Iunisi Tovo and All 

Musical Interlude                                                                                                         Jim Johnson 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                   Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

WE PRACTICE GRATITUDE 

Thank you for bringing your tithes and offerings to the Offering Plate as you exit 

the sanctuary after worship. Thank you to all who send pledges and tithes by mail. 

WE HAVE COME TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US. 

Hymn of Praise  UMH 94                                                          Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication                                Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

(we read together) 



Holy God, you bless us with many gifts, you retrieve us from despair and fear, you visit 

us with surprising proclamations, and you intend for us good things. We thank you for 

your steadfast love, for sending signs of assurance, and for the gift of faith. Use our 

gifts to bring comfort, joy, and justice to those in need, reforming the ways of our 

world for the sake of new life. Amen. 

 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

Closing Hymn   UMH 238  (verses 1 through 3)              Worship Leader Vicky Ness and All 

Angels We Have Heard on High 

Blessing – Benediction – Dismissal                                                                  Pastor Iunisi Tovo 

Do not be afraid to share your faith with others, for you have been promised that his 

presence will be with us in every age. Spread the Word to those who live without 

hope, peace, joy, or love. Go with the shining light of God on you. Pray that others 

will be free from doubts and danger. 

Together we say: Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                                                          Jim Johnson  

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 

test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

 

 



Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, 

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

Thank you for joining us today in worship. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 
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